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Safe Kids Sandhills was formed in February of 2004 when members of the Ogallala 
area community came together to form a community coalition dedicated to preventing 
the number one cause of death for children under age 14: accidental injury. 
 
Partners: 
 
The Sandhills District Health Department, which serves Keith, Arthur, Grant, Hooker, 
and Thomas Counties, serves as the lead agency for Safe Kids Sandhills. 
 
The following agencies are partners with Safe Kids Sandhills: 
 

·  Ogallala Police Department 
·  Ogallala Fire Department 
·  Ogallala Community Hospital 
·  Ogallala/Keith County Chamber of Commerce 
·  Keith County Head Start 
·  Nebraska Game and Parks—Boating Safety Section 

 
In 2007, we began holding Safe Kids meetings in conjunction with Ogallala Youth 
Committee meetings.  A core group of people interested in Safe Kids serve as a sub-
committee for the group.  Scott Eveland remains chair of the committee. 
 
 
Web site: 
 
Our web site is located at the Safe Kids Nebraska 
site, www.SafeKidsNebraska.org.  The central site 
provides information on all Safe Kids Coalitions and 
Chapters in the state.  The Sandhills District Health 
Department site links to our location.  Our chapter 
president created and maintains the state site under 
contract with Safe Kids Nebraska. 
 



Target areas: 
 
Child passenger safety and water safety continued to be our primary areas of focus.  
Our projects in 2007 included the following (a description of the programs follows). 
 

Child Passenger 
Safety 

Water Safety Other Injury 
Prevention/ Multiple 

Programs 
CPS for healthcare 
provider classes 

Kids Don’t Float and 
They Don’t Drive the 
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National Night Out 

Child Passenger Safety 
Week 

 Kiwanis Kids Safety 
Day 

Checkup events T-shirt reward program Falls safety (baby 
gates) 

Booster seat giveaways   
 
 
Projects and Events: 

MOPS 

In conjunction with the Ogallala Youth Committee, a parent luncheon on safety was 
presented to the Mothers of Preschoolers group, with the general public invited as well, 
on February 7.  Fifteen people attended and we distributed 11 backless boosters and 
four baby gates. 

CPS Advocacy Courses 
 
The four-hour CPS Advocacy Course was presented to the DOVES program office in 
Sidney on Febraury 10, with 5 people in attendance. 
 
Five staff from Perkins County Health Services attended the four-hour CPS Advocacy 
for Healthcare Course offered April 23 in Grant. 
 
Child Passenger Safety Week 2007 
 
As part of National Child Passenger Safety Week, February 12 to 18, volunteers from 
various Safe Kids Sandhills coalition member agencies took part in an event to reward 
kids being transported safely in vehicles.  Volunteers greeted kids being dropped off at 
two Ogallala elementary schools and rewarded the ones observed wearing seat belts or 
using child restraints with “Smarties” candies. 
 
Parents of all children contacted were given information regarding the safe use of child 
restraints and seat belts.  Volunteers noted that often children who should be in booster 
seats were in adult seat belts alone.  The volunteers during this event also took an 
observational survey of restraint use by parents and children.  They noted a restraint 
use of only about 50%, well below Nebraska and national averages.  
 



Also on February, a child passenger safety seat checkup was held at Cox Chevrolet 
and Buick.  See results below. 
    
Safe Kids Buckle Up Car Seat Checks: 
 
February 17 at Cox Chevrolet 
Seats checked:  32  Incorrectly used:  31 
Seats distributed:  16 
$600 DHHS Grant 
 
April 28 in Grant 
In partnership with Perkins County Health Services we held a car seat checkup in Grant 
on April 28, in conjunction with the PCHS health fair.  We checked 10 seats, finding only 
one correct.  Five new seats were distributed.  A pre-event training on April 23 
introduced 5 PCHS staff to the CPS advocacy course. 
$600 DHHS Grant to PCHS 
 
May 11 at Cox Chevrolet 
Seats checked:  21  Incorrectly used:  21 
Seats distributed:  12 
 
August 11 at Cox Chevrolet 
Seats checked:  19  Incorrectly used:  19 
Seats distributed:  5 
$600 DHHS Grant 
 
September 7 at Oshkosh 
Seats checked:  18 Incorrectly used:  16 
Seats distributed:  4 
$600 DHHS Grant to VOA 
 
September 15 at Pamida 
Seats checked:  8   Incorrectly used:  7 
Seats distributed:  3 
No Grant 
 
November 8 at Bob Spady Buick, Pontiac, GMC 
(Held in conjunction with Lincoln County Kids Safe and sponsorship of CPST Class) 
Seats checked:  63 Incorrectly used:  53 
Seats distributed:  19 
$600 DHHS Grant 
 
November 30 at Cox Chevrolet 
Seats checked:  8 Incorrectly used:  8 
Seats distributed:  6 
$600 DHHS Grant 
 
Safe Kids Worldwide and partner Chevrolet revised the Safe Kids Buckle Up program.  
Rather than applying for grants for each event, we now receive an annual grant 



bolstered by funds from Safe Kids Nebraska.  This grant began July 1 with $1,200 in 
funding.  $400 was received from Safe Kids Buckle Up and the remainder from DHHS.  
The funds are to be used to purchase supplies for checkup events.  Seat grants from 
DHHS will still be available for individual events. 
 
 
Safe Kids Week 2007 
 
Rather than hold a separate Safe Kids Week event, we partnered with Big Mac Kiwanis 
to participate in their biennial Kids Safety Day, held April 21 at Saint Paul’s Lutheran 
Church.  Thanks to a $500 grant from Safe Kids Nebraska, we purchased 68 bike 
helmets to be distributed at this event.  The “Make it a Safe Kids Summer” was used 
with activities in water safety, wheeled sports safety and child passenger safety.  In 
addition to the bike helmets, we distributed six booster seats and 12 baby gates for fall 
prevention.  The event was attended by about 400 children and adults. 
 
Banner Health Fair 
 
We were unable to participate in the Banner Health Fair this year due to a lack of 
volunteers. 
 
T-Shirt Reward Program 
 
For the fourth year, we purchased t-shirts to be distributed at Lake McConaughy to kids 
“caught” wearing their life jacket.  Game and Parks staff in both the Parks and Boating 
Safety divisions gave out the shirts throughout the summer. 
 
National Night Out 
 
We participated in National Night Out on August 7.  This annual event, organized by the 
Ogallala Police Department, was held in the Keith County Courthouse parking lot.  
Numerous families visited the Safe Kids booth receiving information on child passenger 
safety, summer safety, and other topics.  We distributed nearly $500 worth of bike 
helmets at no charge. 
 
Perkins County Head Start Family Night 
 
Seven parents attended this program on August 28, receiving education on child 
passenger safety, water safety, and falls safety. 
 
Fall Child Passenger Safety Week 2007 
 
NHTSA decided to move national CPS week from the winter to the fall in order to better 
accommodate states “with four seasons.”  A second CPS week was held with the 
chapter participating in several activities.  A teen seat belt check was held in conjunction 
with the Ogallala Youth Committee.  Less than 15% of students returning from lunch at 
Ogallala High School were observed to be buckled up.  The 50 that were observed 
buckled up were rewarded with free movie passes.  An observational survey at 



elementary schools revealed less than 50% of that age group buckled up.  A car seat 
check was held at Pamida on September 15 (see results above). 
 
Outside Events 
 
Chapter President Scott Eveland assisted with car seat checkup events in Scottsbluff, 
and Benkleman, and several times at the Lincoln County Kids Safe CPS fitting station in 
North Platte.  He also taught the Child Passenger Safety Advocacy for Law 
Enforcement class at both the Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center and 
Nebraska State Patrol Training Academy.  Scott also served as an instructor for 
technician certification trainings in Scottsbluff, Grand Island, Hastings, Auburn, Lincoln, 
North Platte and Santa Fe, NM. 
 
Funding: 
 
Our program continues through the generosity of local donors and various grants from 
Safe Kids Nebraska and other sources.  This year’s funding came from the following: 
 

·  $1,000 donation from Ogallala Community Hospital 
·  $1,200 grant from Safe Kids Worldwide, Safe Kids Nebraska and Chevrolet 

for Safe Kids Buckle Up 
·  $1,000 grant from Keith County Community Foundation for car seat programs 
·  $500 Safe Kids week grant 
·  $1,196 donations for child safety seats received 
·  $2,400 in Safe Kids Nebraska/DHHS grants for checkup events 
·  $500 grant from Keith County Community Foundation to be received in 2008 

for water safety programs 
 
Car Seat Numbers: 
 

Total number of seats assessed:    179 
Number of seats distributed to the community:   70 
Misuse rate of checked seats:    92% 
Approx. retail value of seats distributed:   $2,800 

 
Media: 
 
The Keith County News has been an excellent partner, continuing to provide press 
coverage of every event and program we implemented this year.   



Looking Ahead to 2008: 
 

·  Continuity of programs 
We plan to continue serving the area though semi-regular car seat checkup 
programs, with the goal of someday pursuing a permanent inspection station for 
our community.   

 
·  Technician Needs 

We continue to need certified child passenger safety technicians in Ogallala.  
The chapter assisted with funds ($150 each) to send two area volunteers to 
training.  There are now five active technicians and one technician instructor in 
the area. 

 
 
Summary 
 
Our small group is still doing big things for our community!  We need to continue to build 
on our programs and save the lives of children in and around Ogallala by protecting 
them from their number one killer:  accidental injury. 
 
All of our partners deserve a huge “THANK YOU!” for their generous donations of both 
time and money to help us meet our goals! 


